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individual They would have murmured,
even in that State, had there been through
all those years imposed on them a special
tax for the betterment of their condition or
in the name of some abstract good Well
great masses of the people m British India
still think at the backs of their minds
pretty much in that way, and any Govern-
ment that is going to live in India by
general favour instead of by its own power
will have more or less to satisfy minds like
that as well as minds indistinguishable in
then* public utterances from those of our
own members of Parliament
And here T*e touch in the accidental way
of these rambling reminiscences on a
mystery towards the elucidation of which
I can offer no assistance How does it
come about that so many Indians of un-
questionable ability in becoming public
men develop minds like public meetings *
One got, naturally in my trade of journal-
ism, to know a number of them pretty
well, and from time to time one supposed
that the public meeting would be over,